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VIS IB IL ITY

LANDSCAPE CHARAC TER

ADAS P lann ing  i s  an  env i ronmenta l  p lann ing  consu l tancy  spec ia l i s ing  in  renewable  and  low carbon deve lopments .  Econergy 
i s  an  Independent  Power  Producer  ( IPP)  that  bu i lds ,  owns  and  operates  renewable  energy  pro jects  throughout  the  UK.  

T he  proposal  wi l l  del iver  biodiver s i t y  net  gain  through  green 
infras truc ture.  Co - operat ion  bet ween landowners,  env ironmental 
specia l is t s  and  p lanning  author i t ies  to  develop,  bui ld,  operate  and  
manage  our  so lar  park s  resul t s  in  an  improvement  in  local  
b iodiversi t y,  achiev ing  an  increase  of  at  least  50% .  The  Berr ing ton 
Solar  Farm is  categor ised  as  a  temporar y  development,  this 
a l lows  the  land  to  res t  for  the  per iod  of  operat ion;  resul t ing  in  a  
s igni f icant  reduc t ion  of  ni trate,  phosphates,  herbic ide  and 
pest ic ide  input  into  the  land  and  a  consequent ia l  reduc t ion  of 
the  chemicals  leaching  into  the  watercourses  and  into  the  food 
chain.

Th i s  Zone  of  Theoret i ca l  V i s ib i l i t y  map (ZTV)  ind icates  how much 
of  the  proposed  deve lopment  may  be  v i s ib le  f rom the  areas 
shown.

Areas  in  red  would  see  a  greater  proport ion  o f  the  s i te ,  wh i l st 
a reas  in  ye l low would  have  more  l imi ted  or  on ly  g l impsed  v iews 
o f  the  s i te . 

These  v iewpoints  w i l l  form the  bas i s  o f  a  fu l l  Landscape  and  V i sua l 
Appra i sa l  that  w i l l  be  submitted  wi th  the  p lann ing  app l i cat ion .

The  s i te  i s  current ly  used  for  agr i cu l tura l  purposes .  The  s i te 
i s  located  wi th in  the  ‘Estate  Farmlands ’  Character  Area , 
def ined  by  the  Shropsh i re  Landscape  Typo logy  (2006) . 

The  key  character i st i cs  o f  th i s  l andscape  type  are :
•  Mixed  farming  landuse
•  C lustered  sett lement  pattern
•  Large  countr y  houses  wi th  assoc iated  park lands
•  P lanned  woodland  character
•  Medium to  la rge  sca le  landscapes  wi th  f ramed v iews
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Figure 5: Visibility and Viewpoints

© Crown copyright and database rights (2021) OS 0100058606
For reference purposes only.  No further copies may be made

ADAS, 11d Park House, Milton Park, 
Milton, Abingdon, Oxford, OX14 4RS
Tel: 01235 355630

© RSK ADAS LTD

LEGEND

Site

National Forest

V

## » # View Point

Zone of Theoretical visibility
Higher proportion of proposals visable

Lower proportion of proposals visable

N

Checked by: DH Date: 24/11/2021

01                                                       -                                           24/11/2021

To establish the potential extent of visibility of the proposed
development a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV).

This ZTV was produced based on OS Terrain 50 data creating a
Digital Surface Model which includes large blocks of vegetation
and gives a representation of where the proposed houses could be
seen from, given the land form of the study area. The areas of
woodland as shown in the National Forest Inventory has also been
added to the plan to give an understanding of how the woodland
effects visibility.

The map indicates theoretical visibility only - that is, the areas within
which there may be a line of sight. However, the proposal may not
actually be visible in reality due to localised screening which is not
represented by the Digital Surface Model.

This Zone of Theoretical Visibility conveys how much of the
proposed development may be visible from the areas shown.
Areas in red would see a greater proportion of proposed
development such as the whole roof and a proportion of the
building, whilst area in yellow might see a small part of the
ridgeline of one roof.
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Figure 2: Shropshire Character Area
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Landscape character area data copyright Shropshire County Council. 
Data interpreted from the Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006). 
See original for details.
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TRANSPORT CONNEC TIONS

LOCAL  HERITAGE

The  s i te  i s  proposed  to  be  accessed  f rom the  west  f rom 
Shrewsbur y  Road,  however  the  deta i l s  a re  be ing  f ina l i sed  in 
consu l tat ion  wi th  the  Loca l  H ighway  Author i ty.

Const ruct ion  t raff i c  w i l l  be  routed  as  fo l lows :

•  Traff i c  to  route  f rom A5  and  onto  A458,  turn ing  r ight  just 
south  o f  A5 .

•  Const ruct ion  t raff i c  typ ica l l y  a round 10  de l i ver ies  per  day  at 
peak ,  average  around 5-6  per  day.

•  Traff i c  movements  w i l l  be  contro l led  through  a  Const ruct ion 
Traff i c  Management  P lan .

There  are  no  her i tage  assets  on  the  s i te .  The  her i tage  assets  most  l i ke ly  to  be  affected  are  the  Grade  I  L i sted  Church  of  A l l  Sa ints ;  the 
Grade  I I  L i sted  Boreton  Farmhouse  and  attached  Stab le  B locks ;  the  Grade  I I  L i sted  Berr ington  Farmhouse;  the  Grade  I I  L i sted  house  at 
69  and  70  at  Cant lop  and  the  Grade  I I  L i sted  Newman Ha l l  Cottages .

The  proposa l  i s  un l i ke ly  to  have  any  negat ive  impact  on  the  sett ing  o f  these  her i tage  assets  due  to  the  l imi ted  inter v i s ib i l i t y  to  the 
s i te ,  and  lack  o f  her i tage  s ign i f i cance  in  those  v iews ,  however  any  potent ia l  impacts  w i l l  be  carefu l l y  assessed  and  mi t igated  where 
appropr iate .

L A N D  S O U T H  O F  B E R R I N G TO N 
PROPOSED SOLAR DEVELOPMENT
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GRADE I
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COT TAGES 
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	Statement of Community Involvement v2 AH
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Introduction
	1.1.1 This Statement sets out the process of community engagement that has been undertaken by ADAS Planning (Agent) on behalf of Econergy International Ltd (Applicant) to inform a planning application for the installation of a 30MW Solar PV developmen...
	1.1.2 We recognise the importance of pre-application consultation and creating opportunities for local people to have their say on new developments. With this in mind, we have undertaken a programme of public consultation that meets and exceeds the re...
	1.1.3 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) provides further information on the consultation undertaken, the comments received, and our responses to them. This SCI also sets out how the proposal has been amended to directly address comments th...

	1.2 Shropshire Council Statement of Community Involvement (2021)
	1.2.1 Shropshire Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) was formally adopted by Shropshire Council on 30th June 2021. The Shropshire SCI sets out how the council will engage with communities and organisations on planning applications, and ...
	1.2.2 The Shropshire SCI states that developers ‘will be encouraged to engage with the Council prior to the submission of planning applications to reduce any potential problems and to ensure that applications are submitted with all the necessary infor...
	1.2.3 In terms of community consultation, there are no requirements for developers, however the Shropshire SCI provides principles the Council follows for Local Plan consultation, and states that these might form a ‘useful guide to good practice’ for ...
	1.2.4 ADAS Planning and Econergy have carefully followed the guidance in the Shropshire Council SCI and are pleased with the substantive responses that have been received from interested parties.


	2 Pre-Application Engagement with Shropshire Council
	2.1 Pre-application Enquiry
	2.1.1 Prior to the submission of the planning application, pre-application advice was sought from Shropshire Council (Ref. PREAPP/22/00002). The formal response was issued on the 8 March 2022 and was used to inform the scope of the planning applicatio...
	2.1.2 The Case Officer confirmed that the development on the site may be acceptable in principle, subject to any impacts being satisfactorily addressed by the proposal:
	It is considered at this stage that it may be possible to design a scheme where the renewable energy benefits outweigh any residual impacts provided the visual, heritage, agricultural and other environmental issues referred to above can be satisfactor...
	2.1.3 Following the above advice, the planning application has been submitted with a full Landscape and Visual Appraisal, a Built Heritage Assessment and a Soil Management Plan. The Case Officer also noted that in relation to consideration of landscap...
	2.1.4 Section 5 of this SCI sets out the amendments that were also made to the design of the layout to reduce impacts further.
	2.1.5 The planning application is supported by a comprehensive suite of technical reports and assessments, which robustly assess the impacts and provide recommendations. The proposal addresses all matters raised at the pre-application stage, and we wi...
	2.1.6 The full pre-application Response from the Case Officer is included at the end of this document at Appendix A.


	3 Pre-Application Public Consultation
	3.1 Introduction
	3.1.1 In accordance with the recommendations in the Shropshire SCI, key stakeholders were consulted as part of the pre-application consultation, including Councillor Claire Wild (Severn Valley), as well as Berrington Parish Council and local residents...
	3.1.2 The following methods of engagement were then undertaken:
	3.1.3 The following sections provide further detail on each stage that was undertaken, the comments that were raised, and the resulting actions.

	3.2 Consultation Leaflets
	3.2.1 Consultation leaflets outlining details of the proposal, including details of how to make comments, were distributed on 8th February 2022 to 75 households and businesses surrounding the site. The consultation leaflet also provided details for at...
	3.2.2 A copy of the leaflet is included in full at Appendix B.
	3.2.3 There were 68 email responses between the commencement of the consultation period and 13th June 2022. All feedback is included in full at Appendix G.

	3.3 Consultation Letters
	3.3.1 Written letters were sent to Berrington Parish Council and Councillor Claire Wild (Severn Valley) on 8th February 2022. The letter provided information on the proposal and requested comments, with the consultation leaflet enclosed. Both Berringt...
	3.3.2 All copy of the letters is included in full at Appendix C.
	3.3.3 All feedback is included at Appendix G.

	3.4 Online Webinar
	3.4.1 On 22nd February 2022, ADAS Planning and Econergy hosted a Public Meeting via Zoom, which included a PowerPoint presentation, followed by a ‘Question and Answers’ session. The Webinar was well attended, with 28 attendees in total over the course...
	3.4.2 Section 4 below provides a summary of the comments raised throughout the consultation and the responses to them.
	3.4.3 A full PDF copy of the presentation slides is included at Appendix D.
	3.4.4 The Webinar format was chosen in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, to ensure the safety and comfort of all parties. However, a number of attendees at the Webinar requested an in-person meeting to discuss the proposals, including a site walko...

	3.5 Accompanied Site Visit
	3.5.1 An accompanied site visit was undertaken on the morning of the 21st of March 2022 for a small group of local residents who live closest to the site. Professional planners and landscape architects from ADAS were in attendance, as well as a repres...
	3.5.2 The site visit was requested by a number of residents who may be most affected by the proposals, so that they could discuss key viewpoints for consideration around the site. The viewpoints were considered by the landscape team in carrying out th...
	3.5.3 The site visit was followed later in the afternoon by the separate public meeting, which was attended by a wider group of interested residents.

	3.6 Berrington Village Hall Meeting
	3.6.1 A public meeting was held at Berrington Village Hall on 21st March 2022 which started at 15:00 and lasted until 20:00. The public meeting was hosted by representatives from Econergy, ADAS and RSK Transport, and was attended throughout the course...
	3.6.2 The format of the meeting included a Question and Answers session, followed by open discussion between residents and members of the project team. A number of Consultation Boards were installed around the room providing further information about ...
	3.6.3 A copy of the consultation boards is included in full at Appendix E.
	3.6.4 The most prevalent themes during the course of the Meeting were as follows:
	 Choice of Site and Sequential Testing
	 Landscape Impact
	 Loss of BMV Agricultural Land
	 Harm to Heritage Assets
	 National Security & Impact to Military Base
	3.6.5 The public meeting was well attended and provided an opportunity for the project team to answer questions and gather information on the key issues of interest to local residents.
	3.6.6 Several feedback cards were also completed at the public meeting. These are included in full at Appendix F.
	3.6.7 Section 4 below provides a summary of the comments raised throughout the consultation and the responses to them.


	4 Summary of Comments
	4.1 Introduction
	4.1.1 This section provides a summary of the key comments received throughout the public consultation and our response to them. This includes comments that were raised during the range of public consultation exercises, including the online webinar and...
	4.1.2 All comments received are included in full at Appendix G.


	5 Masterplan Alterations
	5.1 Masterplan Alterations
	5.1.1 In response to the feedback received verbally and in written form during the Public Consultation, the following alterations were implemented to the layout design:
	 The proposed solar panels and internal access track have been set back from the southern site boundary at Cantlop Mill, to help preserve the immediate setting for the existing residents.
	 The proposed solar panels have also been set back from the eastern site boundary at Newmans Hall Cottage, to help preserve the immediate setting for the residents of this property.
	 The layout has been amended to include additional hedgerow planting on the northern boundary of the eastern parcel, to provide additional screening of the proposal from properties in Berrington the north of the site.
	 The main access point has moved from its initial position along the northern boundary off Cliff Hollow, to Shrewsbury Road on the western site boundary. This was implemented to ensure construction traffic could be diverted around Berrington, where i...
	5.1.2 The above amendments to the proposed layout ensure that the proposal is appropriate to its context and takes account of the key concerns of local residents to the site.
	5.1.3 Overall, the Proposal has been designed to achieve high standards of sustainability, in full accordance with Policy CS6 (Sustainable Design and Development Principles) of the Local Plan and the NPPF.


	6 Conclusion
	6.1 Conclusion
	6.1.1 ADAS and Econergy has undertaken a comprehensive programme of public consultation that meets and exceeds the recommendations contained within the Shropshire Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). This has included circulation of public consul...
	6.1.2 The above programme of public consultation has provided an opportunity for local people to have their say on the proposal, and where possible, to recommend changes and improvements to the layout. We are pleased with the level of participation fr...
	6.1.3 The Appendices to this document include all consultation material and all comments received throughout the process.
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